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Congratulations to the Head Students and their Year 13 team for the excellent job they did 
organising the formal last weekend.   It is a huge undertaking and the students do all the 
work themselves.   The Hollywood theme was a real winner and everyone had a great time.  
The students looked great and presented themselves with real pride.   Proofs of the Formal 
Photos are currently on display in the window of the Deans office by the staff car park.   The 
Head Students have asked me to thank all those in the community who assisted in any way.  
I would also like to thank those members of our community who helped with the “after-party” 
and kept our students safe. 
 
Yesterday we had our annual sports exchange with Tokomairiro High School and two weeks 
ago we competed against Menzies.   Both exchanges were notable for the good spirit the 
games were played in and the excellent support our students enjoyed.   I really appreciate 
the fact that there appear to be more BMC supporters at the games and this really lifts our 
students.    
 
Currently we are preparing our mid year reports and as Principal I am the only person who 
reads every report that goes out.   While I am still working through them there are some 
trends appearing that I should mention.   Most of them are actually pretty good and teachers 
have included a range of advice in the comments sections to assist students to lift their 
performance further in the second half of the year which is the focus of these reports. 
 
There are two patterns apparent in a significant number of the reports that are of some 
concern to me.   

1. Comments that students need to check their work more carefully, take more care 
with spelling and/or punctuation and/or other aspects of formal writing.  For some it 
appears to be a matter of making this a learning priority but for others it appears a 
matter of carelessness or worse, laziness.   This is a really important area.  Good 
use of language and well crafted writing is often the difference between work that is 
so-so and really good work.  This should be a matter of pride and it is something we 
have discussed as a teaching staff and will be working with the students to improve. 

2. Comments that indicate that students are not doing all their homework and are 
failing to meet deadlines.  Homework is essential to learning.  When teachers set 
homework it will be designed to assist with learning in some way.  For those studying 
at NCEA level it may simply be to cover the required content as the people who write 
the curriculum assume students do a considerable amount in their own time (actually 
about an hour for each hour of class time).   More importantly however homework 
may be reinforcing work students have just done and helping it to get fixed in their 
brain.  It may be revising work from some time ago so it is fresh in the memory, it 
may be preparation for some new learning, or it may be an activity to assist with 
assessment.   

 
Following the introduction of National Standards we have designed a new page to report to 
parents of Year 7 and 8 students on their child’s progress towards meeting the standard.   
This will need to be read in conjunction with the main reports which will contain the subject 
specific information and any advice to assist the student’s next steps.   Next Tuesday 
evening we will be running an information evening about National Standards for parents and 
caregivers of Year 7 and 8 students (and anyone else who is interested) in the College 
Library from 7.30 pm. 
 
Kevin McSweeney 
Principal 



Board of Trustees for 2010/11 
 
At the first meeting of the new Board last month Tony Livingston was re-elected as 
Chairperson and his deputy will be Bill McCall.   Outgoing members, Roger Mariu and 
Adrian McIntyre were thanked and farewelled and new members; Kathryn Tomsett and Paul 
Nicol were welcomed. 
 
Message from Tony Livingston, Chairperson of the Bo ard of Trustees. 
 
Following the resignation of our current Principal, Kevin McSweeney, to take up his new job 
at Central Southland College, the Board has commenced the steps required to replace him 
with a new Principal. 
 
We have engaged an independent advisor, Wayne Dixon, a very experienced recently 
retired rural secondary school principal, to help us work through the processes.  The 
position has been advertised in the Education Gazette and applications will close in four 
weeks.   Following that a shortlist will be drawn up from the applications received and we 
have scheduled interviews for the end of July.   We would hope to make a public 
announcement shortly after that with the new Principal commencing their duties at the start 
of Term 4. 
 
During Term 3 Peter Davies will be Acting Principal with Garry Moody, Acting Deputy 
Principal and Lynette Young, Acting Assistant Principal.   There will need to be some 
subsequent reallocations of duties for the term and the community will be informed of any 
that will affect them. There will be some minor changes in terms of class allocations but 
these will be done in a way that will ensure minimal disruption to students.    
 
 
 
 
 
National Standards – Community Meeting 
 
Parents and caregivers, particularly those with students in Years 7 and 8, are invited to a 
meeting to hear about the new National Standards for primary aged students to the end of 
Year 8 which have been put in place by the Government.   We will outline what the 
standards are, how we are assessing students against these standards, how we will be 
reporting the standards and what the results mean.  There will be plenty of opportunity for 
you to ask questions. 
 

Venue: Blue Mountain College Library 
Date:  Tuesday June 22 nd  
Time  7.30pm 

 
Reminders 

·  If your contact details have changed please let the office know ASAP. 
·  There is a large amount of (un-named) lost property from last term in the lost 

property room – if you think some of it could be your child’s please come to the office 
to check it out. 

 



Youth Week 2010  
 
The last week in May each year is designated as National Youth Week.   The following 
newspaper article comes from the resource pack supplied to schools: 
 
Youth Week: Young people ask parents: spend more ti me with us 
 
Contrary to the widespread myth that teenagers hate their parents - young people want 
more time with their caregivers.  
 
The country's biggest survey of young people Youth 2007 surveyed 10,000 secondary 
school students. About 45% of those interviewed reported that they didn't get enough time 
with their parents.  
 
"This is big stuff. Much bigger than it sounds," says principal researcher Dr Simon Denny. 
"Having a close relationship with a parent is one of the most important predictors of good 
health and wellbeing for young people. We know that the relationship with a primary 
caregiver is a massive resilience factor - meaning that it helps inhibit or prevent lots of the 
negative stuff that can happen for young people."  
 
A quality relationship with primary caregivers can help to reduce suicidality, mental health 
problems, drug and alcohol abuse, and criminal activity, he says.  
 
"These are complex problems, so they aren't solely caused or prevented by the parental 
bond. But it certainly helps," he adds.  
 
More positively 90 % of the students thought that their parent(s) cared about them a lot.  
 
The reasons that young people gave for not getting enough time with their parents were that 
their parents were busy with work. Mothers were often also busy with housework or caring 
for other children, whilst fathers were with simply ‘out' or not living with them.  
 
The study illustrated the diversity of family structures that young people live in - with 
grandparents, step-parents, other relatives and other adults being amongst the range of 
adults that students identified as their caregivers.  
 
New Zealand Aotearoa Adolescent Health and Development (NZAAHD) director Sarah 
Helm said it was important for young people's voice to be heard.  
 
"This study is the voice of young people in New Zealand today. And those young people are 
saying to adults: give us more time," she says.  
 
We hope the public will listen to this plea, rearrange their commitments, and talk with their 
older children about how they can spend more time together, she says.  
 
 
What does making time mean?  
How do you ask your teenager to spend more time wit h you?  
What would you do together?  
How do you make time? 
...why not ask your son/daughter for their ideas?  
 



Lifestyle Survey 
 
Late last year our Year 9 and 10 students completed a lifestyle survey as part of a study of 
students across the province being carried out by staff of the Physical Education 
Department at Otago University.  The first part of the study has been analysed and the 
results made available to schools.   In general it shows that many BMC students are  
physically active, eat well and take part in sport.  Overall the results for BMC are very sound 
and compare very well with other schools.  The section below highlights 3 areas you may 
find interesting: 
 
Daily food consumption: 76% of students ate breakfast on 4 or more weekdays, 68% of 
students consumed fruit every day and 78% consumed vegetables every day (Table 3). 
11% of students consumed sugary drinks every day, with all of this 11% being boys. 
 
Sport participation : Eighty four percent of 
students participate in sports (82% boys, 86%  
girls) (Figure 2). On average, 73% of secondary 
school students surveyed as a part of this project 
in the rural Otago region participate in sports. 
 
School sport resources: The majority of students 
who participate in sport think that the school has 
sufficient sports grounds (93%) and the right sports 
gear (100%). The students think that the sport is well 
organized at the school (86%) and that adequate 
opportunities exist for players with different skill levels. Most of the students agreed that the 
school acknowledges sport results (97%) and values sports exchanges with other schools  
(100%). 
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We wish to invite you to a  

PUBLIC FAREWELL FOR KEVIN MCSWEENEY 

8pm on the 30th June  

 Blue Mountain Restaurant 

Finger Supper Provided 

RSVP or apologies to College office by 23rd June 

 

 

 



SCHOOL PHOTOS 
 
School photos will be taken next week on Wednesday, 23 June. Class, sporting and cultural 
photos are to be taken. All students are asked to wear winter uniform on the day. A list of 
photos taken, prices and a letter outlining due dates for orders will be sent home in week 
one, term three. 
 
 
 

 
Java Dance Company 

We were really lucky to host a performance of the Java Dance Company last Thursday as 
they had a free morning on their trip south. They performed a very contemporary piece of 
work called 'Hand to Hand'. It was about the basic needs of life and the best way to get 
them. The basic message of 'teamwork wins out' was threaded through the performance. 
120 students watched the performance and 52 or them had the opportunity to participate in 
a 1 hour workshop. This was very engaging and effective. 
Students from yrs 7-13 all worked together in pairs and 4's to create dance motifs that were 
then threaded together into one big 5 minute dance piece. The students were very willing to 
share their pieces and ideas with each other. There was a lot of untapped potential on 
display. The Java girls were very complimentary about our students and their positive 
behaviour and want to come back in early term 4 to share more of their workshops with 
others. 
Vicki Crawford 
HOD The Arts 
 

 

 

Digital Technologies 
Over the past three years a new learning area has been developed. Digital Technologies 
has historically been known by names such as "typing"(1990s), TIM, Computing and ICT.  
 
Digital Technology standards have been developed under the umbrella of the Technology 
Curriculum. This means that at BMC specific skill learning in senior classes will be assessed 
using internal and external standards. 
 
The learning areas in Digital Technologies are; Digital Information, Digital Media, Computer 
Science (Programming), Digital Infrastructure and Electronics. Titles have yet to be 
confirmed as the standards are still in draft form. 
 
This new development will give a huge scope for learning programmes to be developed to 
cover interests and needs.  
 
The new year 11 course will definitely cover Digital Information and  Digital Media. 
Programming is being considered as is Digital Infrastructure. Generic Technology standards 
will also make be part of the course.  
 
The future is bright for ICT - about to become Digital Technologies! 
�
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BILLETS NEEDED 

FOR ENGLISH SPEAKING CHILEAN STUDENTS 
 

Students from Santiago College in Chile  
arriving for the last week of Term 3  

Arriving from Christchurch: Sunday 19th September  
Leaving for Queenstown:   Tuesday 21st September  

 
44 students all under 17 years old  

Please contact the school office if you can take a billet 
 
 
 

Duke of Edinburgh Hilary Award News and 
Information 

There are lots of awards being completed at present and we will be having an assembly 
ceremony in the next few weeks. Congratulations to  those students!   
 
Some students need reminding to get their time signed off using the white record sheet and 
this can be glued in the book on a left hand page as proof of completion of the relevant 
section. 
 
 Important Service Information  
We are very lucky with the offers of service from our community, however students need to 
be mindful that they are completing service on a weekly or fortnightly basis. Even if you 
achieve an 8 hour working session on one weekend, you will need to spin out your other 
service opportunities across the number of months suggested in your book. Choosing 
something that is more regularly achievable is definitely a recommendation. This will be 
expected at the Silver and Gold levels, so choose wisely or check your chosen activities out 
with Mrs Crawford or Mrs McTavish. You are allowed to do several types of service but an 
hourly completion is not all that is considered in signing you off, the time span asked at each 
level is looked at too. 
 

 
Friends of the College 

The ‘Friends of the College’ group sees their role as one of support for, and the promotion 
of, the good name of BMC and all of the excellent things that go on in the school. It provides 
a means for parents and teachers to build a successful partnership, based on the best 
interests of the students. Friends of the College takes an active part in College events such 
as swimming and athletic sports, Open Days and Information evenings, and members try  to 
help out whenever the need arises. Funds are raised through second-hand uniform sales.  
Friends of the College encourages parents and caregivers to become involved. Contact the 
school office if you would like to join in.  
 
Meeting dates:   
Annual General Meeting: Tuesday 27 th July 7.30pm in the BMC Meeting room 
General Meeting: Tuesday 12th August 7.30pm in the BMC Meeting room 
 
Our current committee: 
President -Deborah Isteed 2048132  
Secretary- Judy Stiven- 2048130 jstiven@ispnz.co.nz 
Treasurer -Jeanette Van Woerden 
Staff representatives – Liz Murray and Garry Moody 



 
 

 
For Sale – Size 12 PE Top and Uniform Shorts  
Contact Robyn at the school office:   ph 2048358 
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Rugby 
Under 18’s lost 37-29 to Wakatipu and 56-10 to Upper Clutha 
Under 15’s lost 31-27 to Eastern. 
 
Southern Zone Rep players Under 18:  Shane Edwards 
Southern Zone Rep players Under 16:  Dylan Mackenzie (Captain), Gavin Stark, Kendall 
Erickson 
Southern Zone Rep players Under 14:  Tyson Adams, Mathew Heffernan,    
 
Soccer 
BMC  beat Southland Girls Red 0. Goal scored by Rhiann Knowles 
BMC  beat James Hargest 5-2 with Sarah Park scoring her first goal and Rhiann Knowles 
scoring 4 goals and awarded ‘Player of the Day’. 
 
 
BMC Boys team won 2-1 against St Peters. Goals by Dion O’Leary and Dawa Tamang. 
 
Girls Rugby 
Have had 2 good games. Won against Menzies 68-0 and against Southland Girls Red  
98-0. Lost against Central Southland. 
 
Cultural 
Erwin Ricketts won the Southland wide Rotary Speech competition and was 3rd in lower 
South Island competitions finals. 
 
Laura Smith won the Gore District round of Rotary Speech competition. 
 
Marie Crawford gained a High Merit in her Trinity Grade 5 Violin exam recently 
 
 
Duathlon held 20 th May in Dunedin 
Kate Crawford - 4th Girls Individual Junior - Time  43.45 
Emily Mcgimpsey -  1st Individual Intermediate – time 38.36  
Alice Crawford - 5th  Individual Senior  - Time 59.06 
 
Netball 
Senior 1 won against St Peters 39-5 
BMC Gold beat Gore High 27-7. 
 
Wanaka Netball Tournament Development team had good results with 2 wins and a draw 
from 5 games and the Yr 9 team enjoyed their day. 
 
Elwing Certificates 
The following students were presented with their New Zealand Day Skipper Certificates: 
 



Mitchell Hancox, Danae Bradley, Mariah-Carey Broad, Caycee Cormack, Cassie Crawford, 
Hannah Diamond, Leah Gardyne, Rachel Hay, Joshua Kummer, Dylan Mackenzie, Max 
Mawhinney, Jarrad Pryde, James Rea, Courtney Sanne, Jared Stark and Gemma 
Townshend. 
 

 
Cross Country 
BMC had 8 student complete at Eastern Primary Cross Country recently. Top 6 placings 
were: 
Anna Criglington  4th – 11 yr girls 
Anna Power  3rd – 12 yr girls 
Walter Cross  2nd – 12 yr boys 
Fraser Munro  5th – 13 yr boys 
 
These 4 students will now be competing at the Southland Cross Country at Dipton on 11th 
June. 
 
Well done to Yvonne van Baarle, Sean Duff, Cameron Scott, Tessa Kelly for also 
competing. 
 
Milton Cross Country was held on 2nd June at Toko High School. BMC entered a mixed 
junior team gaining 7th placing. The team was Jackson France 7.30/ Mason Calder 8.10/ 
Kate Crawford 9.18/ Emily McGimpsey 7.50 (Total time 32.48). Well done to these students 
as only 2 minutes separated 1st to 7th placings. 
  
Gymnastics 
Krystina Tewby-Gunn competed in the Gore Gymnastics competition and gained 2nd place 
overall.  
 

 
 
TOKOMAIRIRO EXCHANGE  
BMC had 112 students travel to Tokomairiro High School on Wednesday the 16th June. 
 
We won the Exchange 6 – 3 with results as follows: 
A Netball – BMC won 37-4 
B Netball – BMC won 35-18  
Development Netball – BMC won 31-4 
Blue Netball – BMC lost 16-34 
Green Netball – BMC lost 3-13 
Yr 7/8 Rugby – BMC won 53-22 
Yr 9/10 Rugby – BMC won 59-0 
1st XV Rugby – BMC lost 17-32 
Mixed Soccer – BMC won 20-1 
 
Our students were well behaved and gave heaps of support to all of the other teams.   
I would like to sincerely thank the Coaches, Referees and the many Parents who came 
through to Milton. 
BMC is very fortunate to have so much Community support from our wonderful parents. 
Thank you again and well done to all of students. 
Sue Stark 
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WEST OTAGO THEATRICAL SOCIETY  

Presents  
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18th – 26th June 2010-06-17  

Tickets on sale now at Hammer Hardware – Tapanui  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Parenting Boys for Success at School 

Seminar 
Alexandra School 
Tuesday 29th June 
7.00pm – 9.30pm 
(supper provided) 

 

 
 
 
 
Speech and Drama  
Any families interested in having Speech and Drama lessons with Trudy Rowe 
in 2011 here in West Otago, please contact Debbie Drummond 2048844 ( will 
be on a first in first served basis)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Children’s and Adults Holiday Drama Workshops  
Trudy-Ann Rowe (Director of Wizard of Oz) is running a series of workshops over the year 
sponsored by the Community Trust of Southland, for development of Drama in West Otago, 
especially in our Youth. Register your interest by phoning Vicki Crawford 2076878 as there 
will be limited spaces for each. 
 
Children’s Workshop  
Here in Tapanui at the W.O. Community Centre Theatre on  
Thursday 8 th July from 2pm - 4pm 
 for school age children up to (5years-15 years) Cost  $5 
 
Adults Workshop  (for 16 years and over) 
This will be based around working with One Act Plays and could lead to a performance over 
a short time frame. If you have always wanted to have a go, this is the one for you. Or if you 
are interested in straight drama, not musical theatre, this is your chance. 
Thursday 8 th July from 7:30-9:30 at W.O.C.C.Theatre 
Cost $5 
 
All ages and experience levels welcome!!!  
Please support these events as these have been prov ided based on suggestions from 
our community. 
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